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REJECT FORTAS, 
COURTNEY ASKS 
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Calls Justice ‘Crony’ of 
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ney of New Orleans has at- 
tacked the appointment of Abe 
Fortas as chief justice of the 
Supreme Court. 

Courtney, national chairman 
of the Conservative Society of 
America, urged the Senate Ju- 
diciary Committee and the Sen- 
ate to refuse to confirm For- 
tas, whom he described as 
President Johnson's “crony.” 
Courtney, who publishes the 
“Independent American,” a 
periodical newspaper, said that 
when Justice Fortas was first 
nominated to the court by Pres- 
ident Johnson, the Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee heard evi- 
dence that allegedly linked For- 
tas as a one-time member of 
Communist front organizations 1 
and that he was an attorney for 
Communists. 

He read his statement into 
the record on Thursday, staff 
members of the committee said 3 
Monday. * 

President Johnson nominated 
Justice Fortas for chief justice 
after incumbent Chief Justice 
Earl Warren announced plans 
to retire to hs native Califor- 
nia. Warren was appointed to 
the court by former President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower. 

The Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee is scheduled to resume 
hearings Tuesday with Fortas 
scheduled to appear. Sen. Sam 
J. Ervin Jr., D-N.C., and a 
group of Republicans are try- 
ing to block President John- 
son’s “lame duck” appointment 
of Fortas and Homer Thomber- 
ry, another friend of Johnson's, 
to the court. 


